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Our mission:

Books for Collier Kids
provides new books

to children in need.
Access to books
addresses one of the
most important factors
affecting literacy.
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Message from the Chair

3 gllls=g Dear Friends,
i-ﬂ @ IR Spanning time, place and reality, books like
» W Thumper Finds a Friend, T is for Tearmwork,
! )

Best Day Ever, as well as those like Cat in
(R wod the Hat or One Fish Blue Fish prove that

y adventures in reading are exciting, revealing
and enlightening as they unleash the
imagination, unearth the past, explore the
present and offer endless possibilities for the
future while helping kids develop the skills
needed to succeed in school and life!

Like Jack and Annie’s Magic Tree House adventures, Books for Collier
Kids has ventured into new worlds this year. With the support of donors,
grantors, sister organizations, schools, volunteers, teachers and students,
we've expanded our territory in 2022:

* Opened adventures in reading for an additional 860 pre-K through 2nd
grade students by partnering with another three schools (Osceola,
Collier Charter and Gulf Coast Charter elementary schools) bringing the
total to 29 of Collier’s elementary schools

* Embarked on expeditions into Hot Summer Nights (June/July) with
Collier County Sheriff’s Office by distributing books to children in-need

* Provided literary provisions to the 64% of Collier County students in
the free/reduced lunch program and the 54% of children living in non-
English speaking homes communicating in 107 different languages and
dialects

This year we will wish “bon voyage” to Books supporter Dr. Kamela
Patton for more than a decade serving as Collier County Public
Schools Superintendent. During her tenure, CCPS
outperformed the State in all 21 assessed areas
for the first time ever and 60% of third-graders
scored at level 3 or above in English

Language Arts.

Thank you to our donors, grantors,
parents, teachers, board members

and volunteers for venturing into the
world of reading with us and providing
1,511,050 new, age-appropriate titles to
children in our community since 2005!

Sallie Williams, CFRE
Board Chair

L
Sallie Williams

BooksforCollierKids.org



Unearthing the facts
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“Dnee children see

Children whose
parents are unable to
read tend to struggle
with reading too,

perpetuating a cycle | Uhemselves fEPm"lm
of poverty. in books, their existence
By the end of fifth is validated, and they
graddeifh”i rtleln-in- feel that they are
need have fallen !
nearly three grades part of the world.
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behind in reading
skills.

64% of Collier
County’s 18,500
elementary students
are economically
needy.
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21 of Collier County’s 31 elementary schools are Title | schools, with
an average of 90% of students from low-income families relying on
the free or reduced-cost meal program.

Families who qualify for the free or reduced-cost meal program earn
less than 185% of the federal poverty guideline (5923 per week for a
family of four).

More than 54% of Books for Collier Kids’ students live in non-English-
speaking homes where English is not the first language or is not
spoken at all. In grades pre-K through third, where learning to read is
so critical, the percentage is even higher.

107 different languages and dialects are spoken by CCPS students;
CCPS is an ‘English-only’ school system where classes are taught and
books are in English so children are immersed in the English language
and help their parents to learn English and speak it better.

Did you know?
Books for Collier Kids is an all-volunteer organization with no
expenses for staff, offices or rent.

A $500 donation provides 250 brand-new, high-quality books to
every child in one classroom each month of the school year.

Each book shared is personalized with the child’s name inscribed as
“This book belongs to...”.

Adventures in Reading

Thank you so much
for all the wonderful
books you have given
to my students. You

have given them a

great start in building
their own home library.
They love the books
and look forward to
receiving their new
book each month.

Gigi Broccolo
Kindergarten teacher,
Calusa Elementary School
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Learn to
read ...
read to
learn

Books make a difference.

The number of books

in the home correlates
strongly with children’s
reading skills, yet most
children from low-income
families have no books at
all at home.

Books for Collier Kids
makes a difference.

Books for Collier Kids gives
disadvantaged young
children a steady supply of
their own new books. In 17
years, we have given more
than 1.5 million books to
children living in poverty in
Collier County.

Your support makes a
difference.

Books for Collier Kids has
buying power! We buy
first-quality new books at a
fraction of the retail cost. A
donation of $500 provides
a book a month (ten or
more books) to each
disadvantaged child in a
pre-K, K, first- or second-
grade classroom—more
than 250 books for $500.

Expanding our territory

Throughout our 17-year trek, Books for Collier Kids has supported

all Collier County elementary schools classified as Title | (where 75%
or more of students are on the free or reduced-cost meal program),
ensuring each student has access to reading adventures in the home.

In 2021, we discovered many children in schools that are not Title |
would also benefit from receiving a book a month to take home, share
and cherish. So, we encompassed elementary schools on the cusp of
Title | designation where 50-74% of students benefit from the free/
reduced-cost meal program.

In 2021-2022, we expanded our territory to include Big Cypress,
Corkscrew and Lake Park elementary schools and, for the coming year
(2022-2023), we are extending our reach to Osceola, Collier Charter and
Gulf Coast Charter elementary schools for a total roster of 29 schools.

Supplying support, Dr. Kamela Patton and her staff ensure our annual
provision of 118,000+ books happens smoothly and effectively.

The Angel Fund at the Community Foundation of Collier County has
awarded a $10,000 grant to support one of the schools, helping us stake
our claim of reading rights for more children.

While the expansion program is not novel, it is critically important to
ensuring even more children own and enjoy books in their homes,
providing a foundation for their futures.

Please join our quest today! With your support we can provide each
pre-K, kindergarten, first- and second-grade student in Collier County
Public schools a new, age-appropriate book each month. . . books to
keep and cherish. . . books that help them develop skills to succeed
academically and in life!

Thank you.

As a former principal at Eden Park Elementary,
I can tell you how valuable this is for the kids. The kids
really look forward fo receiving the books and they
are such high-quality selections!

Mark Frehe, Senior Director
Student & Staff Projections, Allocations & Reporting
Collier County Public Schools

BooksforcCollierKids.org




The “Summer Slide”
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It's a great honor to
parther with Books for
Collier Kids and help
connect our generous
community with our
terrific children.
When we host our
popular events like
Hot Summer Nights, it
is a great opportunity
to get books into the
hands of kids and to
let our community
know how they can
help shape a safe and
successful future
for our children.

Without Practice, Reading Skills Decline

Conquering summer slide

Without steady access to books, children return to fall classes
with reading scores 30% lower than peers who have access to books

Without steady access to books throughout the summer, children
experience significant, cumulative reading skill loss that can affect the
rest of their lives, a phenomenon called Summer Slide.

Allies like the Boys & Girls Club, YMCA of South Collier, Marco YMCA,
Grace Place for Children and Families, Guadalupe Center, Pathways Early
Education Center, Youth Haven, Fun Time Early Childhood Academy,
Friends of Foster Children Forever and Collier County Middle Schools
helped us slay Summer Slide by ensuring 14,131 new books were
delivered to structured summer community learning programs so
students could take them home and enjoy new adventures in reading!

Collier County Sheriff
Kevin Rambosk

Hot Summer Nights (Thursdays in June and July)
brought additional alliances with Collier County Sheriff’s
Office (CCSO), helping Books for Collier Kids deliver
some 10,000 free books into the hands, homes and
hearts of children from every corner of Collier County.

“Reading truly is fundamental to success in school and
life,” details Sergeant Natalie Ashby — 3729, Diversity
Outreach Coordinator, Community & Diversity Services
Bureau, Collier County Sheriff’s Office. “Without

basic literacy skills, children are at greater risk for academic failure,
delinquency, teenage pregnancy, substance abuse, unemployment, low
productivity and welfare dependency so partnering with Books for Collier
Kids fits nicely with our promise to protect and serve our community.”

Our thanks to collaborators from FineMark National Bank & Trust,
along with Books for Collier Kids’ board members Emily Watt, Joe
Charles, Ana Daniel, Ray and Veronica Kalich, for helping prepare the
materials for delivery, and to our friends, the programs we serve, the
organizations that support our efforts and the CCPS. Together, we open
up a whole new world of adventure, education and fun for children in
our community, helping them excel in school and life!

Adventures in Reading



Keep changing

lives through literacy,
it matters!

Brandon Dowdy
Director of Development
Pathways Early Education

Center of Immokalee
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Entering toddler terrain

Starting in 2019, Books for Collier Kids entered toddler terrain by
providing books to three- and four-year-olds in a limited number of
childcare facilities.

During 2021-2022, we distributed 4,819 books with support from
Elizabeth K. Galeana Charitable Foundation and additional backing from
Windstar Club Charitable Foundation.

Unfortunately, having a personal library is far too often related to
socio-economic standing. Without books in the home, children face a
multi-million-word gap compared with those who enjoy daily at-home
story reading and may lack book awareness and literacy development—
knowing how to turn pages; recognizing that stories have a beginning,

a middle and an end; and understanding that the marks on the page as
well as the pictures communicate information—making navigation of
academic success rocky at best.

Scarcity of reading resources also means parents and their kids miss
exploring new worlds together which is why we’re grateful to all who
ensure our most at-risk toddlers enjoy adventures in reading while
snuggled safely with loved ones at home!

Books for Collier Kids gives 118,000+ books
each year to over 10,000 children
in need in Collier County

BooksforCollierKids.org




New crew

Three trailblazers joined the Books for
Collier Kids Board of Directors this year:
Ana Daniel, Debra Geller, Ed.D., and Gail
Rothenberg.

Born in Miami and raised in Columbia,
Lely High graduate Ana Daniel has resided
in Collier County for 23 years. The mother
of two works at FineMark National

Bank & Trust and volunteers with area
charities, including Literacy Volunteers of
Collier County, Our Daily Bread, Catholic
Charities and Bank on Your Success.

With a doctorate in Education, an MBA,
plus public and private management
experience, Dr. Debra Geller is the author
Building Talent Pools: A Professional
Development Model for Succession
Planning and brings more than 25

years of experience to the Board. In
recognition of her work as a student
affairs administrator and faculty member
at UCLA, Dr. Geller was named a Pillar of
the Profession by NASPA, the professional
association for Student Affairs Educators
in Higher Administration.

After receiving an MBA, Gail Rothenberg
held product marketing roles at
multinational manufacturing companies
and a retail software publishing
company before becoming a freelance
photographer. The former “tennis mom”
exhibited at several arts centers in the
Naples area, served on the boards of the
St. Andrew’s HOA and Classic Chamber
Concerts and, after several years as
treasurer, tenured as President of the
Naples Wellesley Club.

These intrepid advocates for children join
an all-volunteer crew that has distributed
1.5 million new, age-appropriate books to
Collier County children since launching as
First Book Collier in 2005.

Ana Daniel

Dr. Debra Geller
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Gail Rothenberg
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Bon voyage Dr.
Kamela Patton

At the end of May 2023, we will
wish Collier County Public Schools
(CCPS) Superintendent Dr. Kamela
Patton a heartfelt “bon voyage”
while also acknowledging her
commitment to Books for

Collier Kids” Advisory Council,
and thanking her for managing
the district’s growth, increasing
high school graduation rates

and enhancing state education
rankings!

With Dr. Patton at the helm, CCPS
outperformed the State in all 21
assessed areas for the first time
ever in 2021 and 60% of third-
graders scored at level 3 or above
in English Language Arts.

Since Grade 3 is a critical year for
students’ developing proficient
literacy, a six-point lead over

the state average is even more
noteworthy.

While we'll miss her stewardship,
we are ever-appreciative of her
jumping in the Books for Collier
Kids lifeboat to help teachers

and parents build a better world
through reading for all Collier
County students!




Books for Collier Kids gives 118,000+ books
each year to over 10,000 children
in need in Collier County

Thanks to our intrepid partners

Our sincere thanks to all Books for Collier Kids partners who help us
get books into the hands of children in need and join us
in the fight for child literacy.

Avow Hospice
Boys & Girls Club of Collier County
5 | Christ Child Society of Naples
s X‘l_i- .;-'ﬁ_«:.-'_,}'{;_-l._)\: Collier County Dependency Court
ot “ % (Circuit Judge Elizabeth V. Krier)
Collier County Public Schools
Collier County Sheriff’s Office
Early Literacy and Learning Model (ELLM)

¥
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Friends of Foster Children Forever L
oY i

Fun Time Early Childhood Academy
Future Ready Collier Friged
Grace Place for Children & Families i,
Guadalupe Center of Immokalee " Laphin
Habitat for Humanity of Collier County
Latchkey Program at Salvation Army
Pathways (formerly Immokalee Child Care Center)
RCMA (Redlands Christian Migrant Association)
YMCA of the Palms
YMCA of South Collier—Marco YMCA
Youth Haven

Adventures in Reading
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The more that you
read, the more things
you will know. The
more you learn, the
more places you'll go.

Dr. Seuss
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Stay at Home and Read

Join our Honorary Chair and Books for Collier Kids’ Board Member Emily
Watt, along with John Fallon and Committee Chairs Dr. Deb Geller, Nora
Kolmer and Gail Rothenberg, for “Stay at Home and Read” on Tuesday,
March 2, 2023, and celebrate the birthday of renowned and beloved
children’s book author Dr. Theodor Seuss!

Last year, our pioneering donors funded more than 23,800 books to
children in-need while venturing to exotic locales with their young loved
ones from the comfort of their own homes.

A gift of $500 provides more than 250 new books, ensuring a book a
month for each child in one classroom for an entire year. Please mark
your calendars for this stay-at-home, worthwhile non-event escapade!

Fill your house with
stacks of books in all
the the crannies
and all the nooks.

Dr. Seuss

BooksforCollierKids.org



A treasure-trove of books

1.5 million is an EPIC number
of books for Collier County’s
children in-need. In fact, if you
placed them end-to-end, they
would span from Naples to the
beacon of fairy tales at Orlando’s
Magic Kingdom. And according
to Collier County Public Library,
1.5 million books is more than
10 times the size of the current
children’s books collection at
all of the Collier County Public
Library’s 10 locations.

So how does an all-volunteer, small charity like ours buy and distribute
118,000+ new books annually? Through buying power, volunteers,
partners and donors like YOU.

Thanks to First Book Marketplace, its Book Bank and generous
publishers, Books for Collier Kids buys high-quality, new books (nearly all
hard-cover) for less than $2 each - titles that retail for $10, $15 and $20
a piece.

In 2021-2022, your support allowed us to distribute a bounty of more
than 118,500 new books, with a retail value of $1,293,380, to three-year
olds, pre-K children, elementary schools, summer programs and through
collaborations with dozens of partner agencies.

This buying power means that your donation of $500 buys 250 new
books—enough for every child in a pre-K, kindergarten, first- or second-
grade class—to receive a book a month for the entire school year!

Adventures in Reading
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Social media
fundraisers

Celebrating a birthday or
special occasion that your
family and friends may
wish to honor you?

Did you know that if
you have an account on
Facebook or Instagram,
you can host an online
fundraiser for Books for
Collier Kids?

These social media apps
make it easy for your
friends and family to honor
you by donating to an
organization that is special
to you. Just select Books
for Collier Kids as your
designated nonprofit, and
set a goal amount for your
campaign. Your fundraiser
will appear as a post for
your friends and followers
to see and engage.
Facebook/Instagram will
give you a list of your
donors and will send us
their donations.

Thank you!




GIVE WHERE
YOU LIVE

Collier

Special thanks to the
Community Foundation
of Collier County and the
Richard M. Schulze Family
Foundation for generously
supporting area nonprofit
organizations including
Books for Collier Kids
through Give Where You
Live 2022.

Through your generosity,
Books for Collier Kids
received $37,360 of

the $4.3 million raised

in 24 hours, enabling

us to purchase nearly
19,000 books for children
throughout Collier County.

Please mark your
calendars. Books for
Collier Kids is pleased to
share that once again

we have been selected
to participate in the Give
Where You Live program,
set to run from noon on
Wednesday, February
15, to noon on Thursday,
February 16, 2023.

A S500 donation
buys 250 books for
children in need
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Book-friendly Habitat

Each year, more than 100 families enjoy the gift of reading at home
through an ongoing program launched in 2010. To date, 1,200 families
have received our housewarming gift totaling 19,200 books to Habitat
for Humanity families.

In conjunction with Christ Child Society of Naples, Books for Collier Kids
provides a home library to every new Habitat for Humanity of Collier
County family that contains 15 age-appropriate children’s books plus a
dictionary presented on a brightly painted bookshelf at Habitat home
dedication ceremonies.

On behalf of the Habitat families and Books for Collier Kids, we
thank you for creating book-friendly environments with this exciting
housewarming gift!

Books for Collier Kids is partnering with AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com)
to help raise funds for our organization at no cost to you!

When you first visit AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), follow the
prompts to select Books for Collier Kids before you begin shopping so that
we can receive donations from your eligible purchases. Shopping with
AmazonSmile allows you to enjoy the exact same prices, selection and
experience as Amazon.com, but with the added benefit of 0.5% of your
eligible purchases will be donated to Books for Collier Kids! Thank you.

BooksforCollierKids.org




Books for Collier Kids

' Efficient, effective and all-volunteer

$.91 of every dollar of expenses is spent on books
for children in Collier County

Books

Administrative
5%

Fundraising
4%

Number of Books
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Toddler **
Pre-Kindergarten | Y W

Kindergarten ** *****i

First grade ** *****‘A

Second grade ** ****i
Fighting Summer Slide ** “

Partner Agencies **

Adventures in Reading

30,000

Chart of Expenses

Books for Collier Kids Expenses
Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2022

Books $177,312
Administrative $10,747
Fundraising $7,312

$195,371
Staff S0
Office SO

Books distributed

2021-2022

Toddler 4,095
Pre-Kindergarten 14,225
Kindergarten 27,595
First grade 26,560
Second grade 24,875
Fighting Summer Slide 16,640
Partner Agencies 4,533

118,523*

*Retail value of books distributed
last year is more than $1.3 million




Over 1.5 MILLION books distributed in 17 years! Thank you for your support!
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I was introduced to books when I was quite young by my mother.
Living in the Florida Keys in the 1950s, books fransported me
around the world, exposing me to different cultures and people.

Edward Morton
Former CEO, NCH Healthcare System
and Board member FGCU

BOOKsl/

For COLLIER KIDS

PO Box 10811, Naples, FL 34101
Please visit our website: WWW .BOOKSFORCOLLIERKIDS.ORG

Please give to Books for Collier Kids

Books for Collier Kids is dedicated to putting a steady stream of new books into the hands of children living in poverty
in our community—books for them to read and own. Books in the home are vital to a child’s ability to read and learn.

OUR FEDERAL TAX IDENTIFICATION NUMBER IS 82-1078351. BOOKS FOR COLLIER KIDS, INC. D/B/A BOOKS FOR COLLIER KIDS IS A 501(C)(3) TAX-EXEMPT CHARITABLE
ORGANIZATION, FOR BOTH FEDERAL AND STATE TAX PURPOSES. A COPY OF OUR OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM
THE FLORIDA DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 1-800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE OR VISITING WEBSITE: WWW.800HELPFLA.COM
(CH-53291). REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.




